
Whitney's cotton gin, 1793 

Background Information	
  

Planters in the Deep South had more use for slaves.  Eli Whitney’s invention of the cotton gin 
transformed southern agriculture.    New England and British industrialists needed the cotton for 
their growing textile industries.  This demand spurred immigration of both white farmers and slaves 
deeper south where the gin could process the short staple cotton.  The production of cotton 
required a huge labor force. 
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